Fire Aviation & Media 

Ref. Public Law 103-11 eff. April 23, 1995.

Media requests to ride as passengers on fire fighting aircraft:


No non-essential personnel are permitted.  Includes air-attack, recon flights, lead planes, air tankers, helicopters etc.


Under certain circumstances, media may be transported, or pooled on a non-mission flight, but they must have the appropriate authorization of the 


Line Office having jurisdiction over the event of interest


The National or Regional Dir. Of FAM or IC (FSM 5716.4, 2.5(4))

The installation of special photographic or sound equipment (internally or externally to aircraft)  no matter what size, is yet another risk area.  These installations can cause accidents or injury and cannot be done haphazardly. Installations (aircraft modifications) must be coordinated with the Reg.Aviation Officer, and Reg. Maintenance Spec. as meet FAA requirements (PL 103-411)

