
Justification for Exception Position 5 (level AD-K) hired under the DOI AD Hiring Authority 

Exception Position 5 requires expert knowledge and very high skill level in applying a wide range of 

concepts, principles, and practices associated within professional or administrative work. Most often, 

positions at this level are commensurate with knowledge gained from successful completion of Incident 

Command System (JCS) 400 level and above courses, qualifications at the Type 1 or Type 2 level, or 

"ologist" type positions (such as archeologist) that require a higher level of education or certification. 

Incumbents of these positions may be required to supervise other professionals or a group of technical 

specialists (THSPs}. 

NPS hiring unit:PA-DWP 

Title of Exception Position: COMC Deputy Communications Duty Officer 

Objective or purpose of position: 

MAJOR DUTIES 

Duties: DEPUTY COMMUNICATIONS DUTY OFFICER 

AD-K Exception Rate 

The incumbent, acting under the direction of the Communications Duty Officer: 

Has responsibility for the technical functions and duties in the area of incident radio communications 

including the related radio frequency spectrum resource. 

Provides operational guidance in the areas of incident radio frequency spectrum management for the 

entire nation during strength of force. 

Has responsibility for determining technical compatibility between proposed incident radio systems and 

radio frequency assignments for the interagency fire and aviation community on a national basis. 

Has responsibility for the resolution of incident radio frequency interference problems to incident radio 

systems, within the United States and including international interference problems with Mexico and 

Canada 

Coordinates with the Geographic Area Coordination Centers (GACC} in assigning tactical, command and 

air frequencies. Tracks all frequencies assigned to the GACCs. May work with the USDA-FS, Department 

of Interior and Federal Aviation Administration Spectrum Managers for temporary frequency 

assignments. 

Maintains and updates a database of all air, tactical, command and logistics frequencies, 

communications equipment and personnel (Communications Technicians, Communications Unit 

Leaders, and Communications Coordinators). 

Helps solve both communications equipment and frequency problems, for the field, during incident 

support. 








