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Goals: Become familiar with the characteristics of a lightning strike, evaluate the risk, and know your options to make yourself safer. Students will also become familiar with lightning related injuries and their symptoms.

Target Audience
Line going firefighters
Time
Video 12 minutes, Exercise 20 minutes, Total 32 minutes
Exercise
Individual exercise followed by discussion.



	

	
Facilitator Quick Checklist

	

	
The following are the most important tasks that should be completed before implementing this module:


· Preview the “When Lightning Strikes” video module 
· Preview the student exercise that comes after the video
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To

	


1 min

	
· [image: ]Introduce goal listed above.

	


	

12min

	
· [bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]Play video module: When Lightning Strikes

	
Video


	


20 min

	· [image: ] Ask students to read the scenario, get out their IRPG, and complete the exercise. Show the fire location on the map.
· [image: ]Conduct individual student exercise, then discuss.
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15 min

	Exercise
Lightning Scenario
You are part of a four person rappel crew suppressing a lightning started, quarter acre fire of subalpine fir on a sparsely wooded, high ridge, in the late afternoon.  There is a cumulonimbus cell approaching you from the southwest and you begin to hear thunder rumblings and see flashes within the anvil shaped cloud.  You estimate that the cell is seven to nine miles away and approaching fast.  Look at the map and answer the following questions.  See pg 19 IRPG.
· What are your actions and why?  
· What warning signs influenced your decision?
· What medical and transport considerations should you take into account in a post-strike situation?  




















· Asses your risk using the risk assessment matrix as it applies to the scenario. What does your answer tell you about lightning?  


	




	

5 min
	
· [image: ] Facilitate a discussion by asking the students for answers to the questions from the exercise section and suggest answers from the talking points if necessary.  Encourage the students to share their experiences.


Talking points: 
· Actions taken: Move to a safer location, get off the ridge to a lower area, shelter among trees, maintain a 50 foot interval between people and stay away from tall trees, other.
· Warning signs: Hearing thunder, visible lightning, approaching thunderhead, high risk location, other.

· What medical and transport considerations should you take into account in a post-strike situation? Stability of patient, potential for collapse, ETA of fastest medical resources, medical capabilities of your crew, time to get to medical care, can you medevac from your location with a helicopter? Other.
· Share experiences and stories.

	





	
Estimate
Total Time:
32 
min
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