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(13 min.)
	· Historic Film
· Man Against Fire
	Purpose: Demonstrate the ability to learn from old (archived) training videos.

Method: Watching video and completing the compare and contrast exercise on the SW.

Facilitator Note:
Students should take notes on their Student Worksheet during the video, keeping an eye out for similarities and differences between the technology, terminology, leadership, tactics, and safety practices of what is in the video compared to how we fight fire today. Some possible examples have been included in the FG.
	







SW





FG

	
















	[image: dozer stop]
	
	Facilitator Note:
Although some of the firefighting practices and “macho” attitude in the film are no longer practiced, this film serves as a good reminder that we can learn a lot of lessons from the past. Many of the techniques and some of the equipment are still used to this date. 

Students will pick up on different cues from the video based on their previous backgrounds. For example, someone with lots of aviation experience may notice the names and types of helicopters and fixed-wing aircraft. Encourage discussion using the experiences from the students in the class.
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	Group/Class Discussion:
Form small groups or lead a whole class discussion and discuss the findings of the students:

· What were the similarities and differences between now and then?
· Have things changed very much in the last 30-40 years? Why or why not?
· Which techniques, technologies, or safety practices are most likely to not be seen in training films in 10-20 years?

(Suggested time: 10 minutes)
	
SW




	Subject
	Then (the movie)
	Now (how we do it)

	Example: hard hat
	metal
	plastic

	Equipment
	
	

	Helicopters
	Bell 204 / 205
FH 1100
	Bell 204 / 205 - same
Bell 407, A-star

	Airtankers
	DC-4 or DC-6
	P3, P2V, SEAT, DC-10

	Hand tools
	Shovel, Pulaski, hoe
	same

	Fire clothing
	Blue jeans, misc. shirt
	Nomex shirt and pant, gloves

	Other
	Infrared, food, boots, other?
	Similar technology, now the IR info can be uploaded to the internet after the flight

	Terminology
	
	

	Position names
	Fire boss, plans chief
	Incident Commander, plans...

	Parts of the fire
	Division, sector, ICP
	Division, ICP

	Tactics
	Mop-up, burn out
	same

	Other
	Campaign fire, other?
	Large fire, project fire

	Leadership / Communication
	
	

	Leader’s intent, objectives, communication styles, etc.
	Any AARs? Objectives stated? Commander/General leadership style
	Briefings, Duty-Respect-Integrity

	Operations/Strategies/Tactics
	
	

	Meetings
	Morning, night, when conditions change
	Same

	Weather briefings
	Make sure that everyone gets the briefing
	Same

	Other/Miscellaneous
	
	

	Cigar smoking
	The fire boss
	Not so much

	Riding in the back of trucks
	Two or three in each truck bed
	Not allowed
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